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II. IMO  NEWS

IMO Presents Crew of Tanker & Tugboat with Exceptional Bravery at Sea 2024 Award

The International Maritime Organization presented the prestigious 2024 Exceptional Bravery at Sea Award

to the Captain and crew of the oil tanker Marlin Luanda and the Captain and crew of the tugboat Pemex Maya.

The recipients were honoured during the annual IMO awards ceremony in London on December 2,

2024, for their extraordinary bravery in saving lives during dangerous situations.

Captain Avhilash Rawat and the crew of the Marlin Luanda were recognised for their exceptional courage

and leadership when an uncrewed aerial device struck the tanker on January 26, 2024.

The attack, which started a fire on the ship carrying 84,147 tons of Naphtha, created a critical situation.

Despite facing a blazing fire and a threat of more attacks, Captain Rawat coordinated firefighting efforts,

ensuring the crew’s safety while maintaining the vessel’s navigability.

After four and a half hours of intense firefighting with the support from the merchant tanker Achilles and

military assistance from the French frigate FS Alsace, the U.S frigate USS Carney, and the Indian Warship

INS Visakhapatnam, the fire was eventually extinguished.

Captain Rawat thanked his crew for their unwavering dedication and courage.

In another incident, Captain Jorge Fernando Galaviz Fuentes and the crew of the tugboat Pemex Maya

were recognized for their heroic efforts during Hurricane Otis, a category five storm that hit Mexico’s

Pacific coast on October 25, 2023.

Captain Fuentes and his team risked their own safety to rescue six shipwrecked persons from four

different vessels. The crew managed to rescue the survivors using daring manoeuvres, even in the

darkness of night with waves exceeding 5 meters.

The survivors were later transferred to medical care with non-suffering life-threatening injuries.

During the ceremony, IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez commended the bravery of the

recipients, saying, “It is truly an honour to recognise the valiant efforts of these heroic individuals, who

acted in the face of extreme danger to save lives. Their courage is an inspiration to all.”

Additionally, Captain Ian Finley received the prestigious International Maritime Prize for his exemplary

contributions to maritime safety.

Certificates of commendation were also awarded to Captain Jerôme Noël Mougoula Saguiliba and

Lieutenant Crépin Manfoumbi Mengara for their roles in the rescue operations after the sinking of the

passenger ferry Esther Miracle off the coast of Gabon in March 2023.

Despite dangerous conditions and hazardous debris, their efforts in saving 123 passengers and crew

showed the courage and dedication required in maritime rescue operations.
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Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden States push coordinated action on maritime security
States around the western Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden have reiterated their commitment to working
together to address common maritime security threats in the region. 
The Signatory States to the Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCoC) and its Jeddah Amendment concerning
the security of the western Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden were meeting at the Seventh High-level Meeting
on the implementation of the Djibouti Code of Conduct/Jeddah Amendment, in Dar Es Salaam, United
Republic of Tanzania (28-30 November). The meeting brought together high-level stakeholders to discuss
how to continue to work together to protect the region from piracy, armed robbery against ships and other
illicit maritime activities.
The meeting decided to establish a working group on operational cooperation and coordination at sea.
The resolution establishing the Working Group recognized that the successful implementation of the
DCoC and its Jeddah Amendment needs a whole-of-government approach, making full use of all of the
competences, skills and capabilities of national authorities, both civilian and military. Agencies working
together and sharing capabilities act as a “force multiplier”, increasing effective results while reducing
costs to signatory States’ taxpayers.  
The Participants also recognized the potential of national, regional and international naval forces to assist
maritime law enforcement agencies and regulatory bodies to carry out their duties. This will require close
cooperation, coordination and communication between navies, law enforcement and civilian authorities
and the Regional Coordination Operations Centre; and between navies themselves at the national, regional
and international levels. It will also require consistency and compliance with national legislation and international law.
Vessels of interest (VOI) database
The participants agreed to establish a regionally owned, shared vessels of interest (VOI) database, primarily
to assist in countering illicit activities in the maritime domain.
The meeting was opened by IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez, who drew attention to the need
for all parties to work in cooperation, to develop meaningful action plans, to implement those action plans
and to be able to demonstrate concrete success in order to secure further support in the future.
The High-Level Meeting was convened jointly by IMO with the United Republic of Tanzania and supported
by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR). The meeting was chaired by Dr.
Lufunyo S. Hussein (United Republic of Tanzania) and co-chaired by Mr. Metse Ralephenya (Republic of
South Africa and Chair of DCoC/JA ). 
It was attended by participants from 17 DCoC countries, as well as implementing partners from 20
States; and organizations, including CRIMARIO II, European Union, European Union Naval Force (EU
NAVFOR) OP ATALANTA, European Union Capacity Building Mission in Somalia (EUCAP – Somalia),
Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), INTERPOL,  INTERPORTPOLICE, Institute for Security Studies (ISS),
Regional Coordination of Operations Centre (RCOC), Regional Maritime Information Fusion Centre
(RMIFC), United Kingdom Maritime Trade Organization (UKMTO), the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) and SKYLIGHT.
DCoC/JA National Focal Points meeting
Signatory States of the Djibouti Code of Conduct convened a meeting of the DCoC/JA National Focal
Points (29 November). The Participants raised concerns about the growing threats in the Red Sea, Gulf
of Aden, and western Indian Ocean, and agreed to highlight and keep these areas of concern in focus
while making efforts to find regional solutions to mitigate them. They highlighted the need to expedite the
operationalization of the Regional Information Sharing Network (ISN) to enhance awareness of threats
and boost response capabilities.
Friends of the DCoC Meeting
In its parallel meeting, the Friends of the DCOC – which includes organizations and States that have
shown demonstrable capabilities in support of the work of the DCoC(JA) – proposed improvement to the
DCOC Capacity Building Matrix, to make it a more effective tool for matching regional States’ needs with
development partners’ assistance programmes.
The Friends of the DCOC also considered how to enhance information sharing, capability development,
capacity building, and operational coordination.
*Representatives from the following participating States: Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Jordan,
Kenya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Somalia,
Republic of South Africa, Sudan, United Republic of Tanzania, and Yemen.
*Representatives from partnering nations: Denmark, France, India, Netherlands, United Kingdom,
United States of America.
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III. SHIPPING NEWS

NATO Plans to Deploy Fleet of Unmanned Boats in Baltic Sea to Increase Security

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, commonly known as NATO, which is an intergovernmental military
alliance between 32 member states is preparing to deploy a fleet of unmanned boats to increase security
around the critical undersea infrastructure in the Baltic and Mediterranean seas. The decision comes
after a series of incidents in the area, including the recent damage to undersea cables.
Admiral Pierre Vandier, in charge of NATO’s maritime transformation efforts, described the new initiative
as a CCTV system for the seas, similar to how streetlights are equipped with cameras in cities to keep
watch over high-risk areas.
According to Vandier, the goal is to have unmanned surface vessels (USVs) constantly monitoring both
the surface and underwater environments, offering a layer of surveillance that never sleeps.
The project is still in its initial phase, with plans to first deploy USVs to monitor the surface of the seas,
followed by the ability to track underwater activity.  NATO will likely choose proven technology already in
use by the U.S. Navy’s Task Force 59, which has been experimenting with unmanned systems in the
Middle East since 2021. The U.S. Navy has successfully integrated drones, unmanned boats, and other
autonomous vehicles to monitor maritime activity.
The urgency of the project is due to the recent suspected sabotage activities in the Baltic Sea. On
November 17 and 18, 2024, two undersea cables one linking Lithuania to Sweden and the other connecting
Finland to Germany were damaged. Investigations are still underway to determine the cause of the damage,
but NATO sees these threats to undersea infrastructure as a major concern.
The damage to the critical infrastructure reflects the need for better monitoring of maritime activity. Vandier
explained that having eyes on the waters, both above and below the surface, could help prevent similar
incidents in the future.
“It’s essential to have a continuous watch over these areas to spot any potential threats,” he said. What
makes this project particularly promising is that NATO doesn’t have to start from scratch.
The technology needed to deploy unmanned boats already exists. NATO can build on the existing
technology, which has been field-tested in real-world situations, making the implementation much less
risky. The new unmanned boat fleet is expected to launch soon. While many details are still being worked
out, NATO has already begun discussions with its member nations to ensure the technology is ready.

*****

Houthi-Hit Tanker Successfully Unloads 150,000 Tons of Crude Oil After 3 Months of Attack

After months of uncertainty, the Greek-flagged oil tanker Sounion has successfully unloaded its cargo of
150,000 tons of crude oil. The Sounion tanker was damaged by the Houthi attack in August which left the
tanker severely damaged and raised serious fears of a massive oil spill.
The MV Sounion was attacked on August 21, 2024, by Houthi rebels while it was travelling in the Red Sea
near Yemen. The attack left the tanker on fire and without power, creating a dangerous situation.
Experts had warned that if the tanker had broken up or exploded, it could have caused an environmental
disaster larger than the infamous Exxon Valdez spill in 1989.  The salvage operation began soon after the
attack, with the crew of the Sounion evacuated safely. The Greek tanker company, Delta Tankers, sent
another ship, the Delta Blue, to help transfer the oil. Due to the severe damage caused by the Houthi
attack, including explosions that set off multiple fires, the operation was incredibly complicated and
dangerous. Egyptian authorities and Greek officials worked together to create a plan to safely unload the
oil. The transfer process started on October 7, after a team of specialists worked to extinguish the fires
and stabilise the ship. The Sounion had no power after the attack, which meant the crew had to rely on
portable pumps to get the oil out.
The operation was made more difficult by the fact that the ship had been burning for weeks. The fire had
caused major structural damage to the tanker, including the destruction of its engine room and control
systems.Despite these challenges, the team was able to transfer the oil to the Delta Blue tanker, which
took the crude oil to safety. The transfer took place at the Suez Anchorage, south of the Suez Canal, and
involved close monitoring to make sure everything went smoothly.  With the oil now safely offloaded, the
immediate threat of a disastrous oil spill has been avoided. Officials estimate the entire operation took
about three to four weeks to complete. The Houthis have claimed responsibility for several attacks on
commercial vessels since the start of the Israel-Gaza conflict, saying that they are targeting ships linked
to the U.S. and the U.K. Though the Sounion had no direct connection to the conflict, it became one of the
latest victims of this growing threat.
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Container Ship Collides with Autonomous Barge in Rotterdam, Spilling Several Containers
in Water

An autonomous barge and a container ship collided in the Scheur River near Rotterdam on December 5,
2024, spilling at least four empty containers into the water.
The incident happened around 6:15 a.m. near Koning Willem Alexander Boulevard in Maassluis, within
the river channel leading into Rotterdam’s inner harbour.
Both vessels remained afloat after the accident, but several containers fell overboard. According to local
news reports, at least four empty containers were found washed up on the Maassluis riverbank.
The Hebo Cat 7, a maintenance and salvage vessel, was sent to recover the containers from the shore.
One of the vessels involved has been identified as the River Drone 5, part of a fleet of autonomous dry
cargo barges operated by a Dutch company. This barge is one of the first autonomous vessels of its kind
in the world. AIS data confirms the River Drone 5 was at the scene of the collision, though it’s still unclear
whether the barge was operating in fully autonomous mode at the time.
Other news outlets reported that the barge performed a turn shortly after the collision.
The River Drone fleet is one of Europe’s largest experiments in autonomous and remote-controlled shipping.
These barges are equipped with technology that allows them to operate without any crew on board.
Each barge is approximately 100 meters long and can carry up to 3,850 tonnes of cargo. The first barge
in this fleet started operating in January 2023.
The Netherlands is preparing to update its laws on inland navigation. Starting January 1, 2025, it will be
legal to operate commercial vessels on Dutch inland waterways without any crew on board.
Until then, all vessels, whether autonomous or not, must still meet the legal requirements for crew
members. Strict safety measures are needed before adopting these new technologies, which could further
improve efficiency and reduce the need for crew members onboard a vessel.

*****

Dominican Republic Makes Its Largest-Ever Drug Seizure of $250M at Caucedo Port

In a historic drug bust, Dominican Republic authorities have seized 9.5 tons of cocaine, marking the
largest-ever seizure in the country’s history.
The massive haul was hidden inside a banana shipment that arrived at Caucedo port, Santo Domingo,
the nation’s capital and most important seaport.
The drugs, packed in 320 bags, were found in a container shipped from Guatemala. Officials revealed
that smugglers planned to transfer the cocaine into another container destined for Belgium.
The street value of the drug is estimated to be $250 million.
Carlos Devers, a spokesperson for the Dominican Republic’s anti-drug agency, confirmed the details
during a press conference. He also reported that ten people have been arrested so far, with investigations
ongoing to identify others involved in the operation.
This seizure is more than triple the size of the country’s previous record set in 2006 when authorities
found 2,580 kilograms (approximately 5,680 pounds) of cocaine at the same port.
Officials said that Caucedo is a critical transit point for international shipping, making it a frequent target
for smugglers.The Dominican Republic has seized nearly 47 tons of drugs in 2024 alone. Earlier this
year, authorities intercepted 660 pounds of cocaine on a boat near Puerto Rico, adding to the year’s haul.
Experts say the Caribbean is becoming a hotspot for smuggling cocaine from South America to Europe,
where demand has soared in recent years.
According to crime analysis organisation InSight Crime, Europe’s consumption of cocaine has more than
doubled between 2011 and 2023.
“The Caribbean is now a key route for traffickers trying to meet this growing demand,” the group said in a
recent report. Large Dominican transport hubs, like Caucedo, offer traffickers a convenient gateway to
move drugs into European markets.
The bust follows similar record-breaking seizures in other parts of the world. Earlier this year, Spain
confiscated 13 tons of cocaine from a banana shipment, while British authorities found over 12,500
pounds of the drug hidden in another shipment of bananas.
Authorities in the Dominican Republic have vowed to increase efforts to combat smuggling. This record-
breaking bust, they say, is a major step forward in their fight against drug trafficking.
“We are committed to protecting our ports and borders,” Devers said, adding that the anti-drug agency
will continue its crackdown on smuggling networks operating in the region.

*****
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IV. CATERING  & HOSPITALITY

Five types of Eco-Friendly Food packaging
Approximately 60% of all plastics produced worldwide are used for food packaging.
That means that of the 380 million metric tons of plastics produced in 2015, 228 million metric tons were
food packaging alone. Due to the environmental and human health effects of non-degradable plastic
packaging, many people are fighting to drastically reduce plastic production and increase recycling — as
well as promote more sustainable food packaging.
This article explains the need for eco-friendly food packaging, lists 5 types to try, and tells you a few to avoid.
Why is sustainable food packaging important?
Particular concerns surrounding plastics include their accumulation in the oceans and landfills, the
generation of micro- and nanoplastics, and human exposure to toxins when chemicals in food packaging
transfer to foods. In addition to the chemicals that are intentionally used to produce plastics, many non-
intentionally added substances (NIAS) are found in food packages. These chemicals pose toxicity
and endocrine-disrupting risks in humans.
Yet, environmentally friendly packaging alternatives are becoming ever more widespread.
These eco-friendly food packages often use sustainable bioplastics and plant-based extracts, such as
wheat, wood, and bamboo, that are biodegradable, reusable, and free of hazardous chemicals.
While they’ve also been shown to contain chemicals and NIAS, studies demonstrate that the movement
of chemicals into food and your body is much lower with eco-friendly packaging than it is with plastics,
making them safer for the environment and human health. Exposure to chemicals in food packaging is
unavoidable, but efforts to reduce the transfer of these chemicals into food are vital for human health.
Here are 5 eco-friendly food packaging options that are better for the planet — and your health.
1. Glass containers
Glass has a multitude of uses and benefits for daily life.
It’s a reusable, recyclable, and durable material that’s also easy to clean and use as transportable food
packaging. Glass food and drink containers include water bottles and bento boxes.
However, glass lids aren’t leak-free, making them unideal for portable containers to take to work or school
or on an outing. Therefore, most of these transportable glass food containers use snap-locking plastic
lids with a silicone seal or bamboo lids that double as portable cutting boards. Be sure to choose lids that
are free of bisphenol-A (BPA), a known endocrine disruptor shown to play a role in both male and female
infertility and tumor development.  Unless broken, these containers have a lifespan 3.5 times that of
plastics and can be recycled when discarded, reducing the negative environmental impact of plastics.
2. Stainless steel
Food-grade stainless steel is durable, rust-free, and heat resistant, making it a safe choice for food
storage. It’s also reusable and recyclable. Stainless steel bento lunch boxes are widely available, but
most products use silicone to make them leak-free, either via a silicone seal with lockable steel clips or
colorful, BPA-free, food-safe silicone lids. Glass storage jars with stainless steel, airtight lids for keeping
bulk foods like flours, grains, and spices offer the best of both worlds.
3. Bamboo
Bamboo is biodegradable and possesses many desirable traits for food packaging, as it’s durable and
heat resistant. Bamboo-containing food packaging includes countertop glass jars with bamboo lids, portable
plastic-free lunch boxes with bamboo lids, bamboo bread boxes, and bamboo serving bowls.
Keep in mind that food containers made from bamboo or other plant fibers are less durable than glass or
stainless steel and wear and tear more easily.
4. Rice husk
Rice husk is a byproduct of rice farming that’s low cost, renewable, and biodegradable.
In one study, rice husk was shown to have bio-adsorbent properties, which means that it absorbs pollutants
from its surrounding environment.
Products made from this compound include sealable lunch boxes and shatterproof serving bowls.
5. Gelatin films
Gelatin films are becoming more popular for food packaging due to their nontoxic properties, low cost,
and reliable film-forming capacity. According to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), gelatin is generally
recognized as safe (GRAS) as a food additive. Gelatin films are filled with antimicrobial cellulose, which
inhibits the growth of common pathogens that cause foodborne illness, including Staphylococcus

aureus and E. coli. These active fillers make gelatin films safer alternatives to conventional plastics.
Microcrystalline cellulose (MCC) and rosin-grafted cellulose nanocrystals (r-CNCs) are two main fillers
for gelatin food packaging.
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V. ARTICLE  INDEXING

DG Shipping has a five-pronged strategy to arrest recruitment fraud in the maritime sector

The Directorate General of Shipping has planned a multi-pronged strategy to arrest the menace of the

illicit and surreptitious practices by manning agencies fleecing the Indian seafarers.

A recent report by Gujarat Maritime University and ISWAN found that India, being one of the world’s

leading providers of seafarers with a workforce of around 2,50,000, continues to see many of its seafarers

fall prey to unregistered agents.

Reacting to the report, the Director General of Shipping (DGS), Shyam Jagannathan agrees: “there is a

serious concern of illicit surreptitious practices by manning agencies.”

One major issue faced by the DGS is the old technology stack used for the existing Recruitment and

Placement Services Licensee (RPSL) and E-migrate module, which is managed by the Ministry of

External Affairs.

According to the rules, an RPSL cannot charge any fees from the seafarer; their income comes from the

ship manning firm. The seafarer has to be signed-on as per either a Common Bargaining Agreement or

Seafarers Employment Agreement, which then binds the seafarer to a convention vessel.

Unfortunately, illicit practices are still prevalent. The RPSL often creates many agents unofficially, who

do not go by the compliance requirements. They entice the seafarer by saying, “look, you have already

spent about 5 lakh for your education for six months. If you want to get on a ship, I can arrange it for 3-4

lakh. Once the seafarer takes the illicit consideration, the agent also takes their documentation - the

Continuous Certificate of Discharge or the passport - trapping the seafarer in a difficult situation,”

Jagannathan explained to businessline in Chennai.

There is no sanctity to this arrangement because the agent does not have the credentials of RPSL, who

are licenced by the DGS. There are 582 RPSLs in the country and only 5 per cent are doing these illicit

practices, he said.

Due to outdated technology, the DGS has issues tracking the vessels they have been on-boarded. “An

RPSL can show a particular vessel registered under its inventory and then put the seafarer on that

vessel but actually sign him on to another vessel. This has been detected in multiple cases, including in

the ship Prestige Falcon, which sank. Four seafarers who passed away were technically on another

vessel in our system, but they were physically on another vessel. This is an illegal practice,” he said.

Previously, the DGS was not able to trigger SMS alerts to seafarers. However, from August 14, 2024, it

started SMS alerts. Every time a seafarer is signed on to a ship by an RPSL, he/she receives an SMS.

He has to log in to his credentials in the DGS website and accept the vessel and the port of sign-on, he

said.

The five-pronged strategy

To prevent all the above, the DGS is doing five things to ensure that seafarers are not cheated. The first

is moving to a new technology stack where the RPSL are to be monitored for all on-boarding and sign-

ons.

The second, is working on a social media connection to inform seafarers about their rights and

responsibilities. This will be ready by April of 2025, he said.

The third, is to provide seafarers with basic training courses informing them about their rights, privileges

and how they should not be duped lead astray by such criminal elements.

The fourth, is a law to take or initiate criminal action against lumpen and criminal elements in the garb of

either RPSL or any other agent, misleading, cheating and creating fraud with seafarers, he said.

The fifth is a 24/7 grievance helpline to be operational hopefully by April or May to help seafarers to reach

out to DGS in case of any trouble. Each of these inputs can be mapped to the unique ID and there will be

a dedicated escalation matrix. This will allow cutting edge reach, he said

*****
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QUOTES ....

VI. NEW  PUBLICATION

VII. NEW  ARRIVAL

JUST PUBLISHED

TITLE    PRICE     ISBN PUBLISHED DATE
1. Model Course: Operational use of integrated bridge
    systems including integrated navigational systems
   (digital only)     £63 9789280117875 31st Oct. 2024

2. IMDG Code, 2024 Edition (Amdt. 42-24) (digital)     £195 9789280117974 1st Oct. 2024

3. IMDG Code Supplement, 2024 Edition (digital)     £95 9789280117998 1st Oct. 2024

FUTURE PUBLICATION

TITLE PRICE PUBLISHED DATE
1. Model Course: Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) tanker cargo and
    ballast handling simulator (digital only) £60 December 2024

2. SOLAS Consolidated Edition, 2024 Edition £160 January 2025

3. IMDG Code, 2024 (Amdt 42-24) £195 January 2025

4. IMDG Code Supplement, 2024 Edition £95 January 2025

5. Model Course: Survey of electrical installations (digital only) £60 March 2025

Accn No Title Publisher Authors Year

5139 Your health & you Stanborough Shryock, H,Swartout, H, 1970

5140 Computer Network Technical Bagad, V.S,Dhotre, L A, 2003

5141 Operating system Pearson William S,, 2001

5142 Systems development McGraw Bahrami, A,, 1999

5144 Physics (Class xi, v.1) Dhanpat Rai Arora S L,, 2024

5145 Physics (Class xi, v.2) Dhanpat Rai Arora S L,, 2024

5146 Physics (Class xii, v.1) Dhanpat Rai Arora S L,, 2024

5147 Physics (Class xii, v.2) Dhanpat Rai Arora S L,, 2024

“Watch your thoughts, they become your works.

Watch your words, they become your actions.

Watch your actions, they become your habits.

Watch your habits, they become your character.

Watch your character, it becomes your destiny.”
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